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KEYNOTE SPEAKER:
DR CATH MCKINNEY

BEd, MAppSci, GradDipTh, PhD

Cath is the Professional Supervision Program Director at the University of Divinity. She has
extensive experience as a group relations consultant where she specialises in helping people
to flourish as they take up their roles.

Cath graduated with her Doctor of Philosophy from the University of Divinity (through Pilgrim
Theological College) in 2020. Her thesis, entitled 'Leading Saturday Lives'is centred around
the experience of disappointment as central to an authentic understanding of a Christian
theology — from Mary as bereaved mother to the presence of the absence of God in the
disappointment of Holy Saturday. Her research was stirred by her work as a prison chaplain
and as a minister in an inner-city community church for many years.

Accredited teaching disciplines:

Professional Supervision, Practical Theology and Ministry Studies, Leadership, Group
Relations.

GUEST SPEAKER:

AUNTY JANET TURPIE-JOHNSTONE
BTheol, PhD (in process)

Aunty Janet was born in Portland, Victoria. She has Ancestral connections in South Australia,
but Portland remains her homeland. She has lived in Melbourne all her adult life, and her deep
self wishes to return to the Country. She has three adult children and one Burrai
(Granddaughter). Aunty Janet's greatest love is the ocean, forest and all our native Creatures.
At present Aunty Janet is researching a PhD at ANU on Humans and Relationship to Country.
She teaches Indigenous and Health, Bioethics and Evidence Based Research at ACU. Aunty
Janet serves on the Mullum Mullum Indigenous Gathering Place Board, and is Chairperson of
Boorndawan Willam Aboriginal Healing Service Board. She is also on the Burrinja and
Wellspring Boards. She has recently been appointed to Chair the Committeé of the newly
developing School of Indigenous Studies through the Melbourne College’ of Divinity.
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